
TABE Complete Language Assessment 
System – English™

TABE CLAS-E



2

• Overview – Staff Development
• Locator

– Quick Reference Guide
– Interview 
– Test
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• Administering the Test

– Levels and Forms
• Scoring 

– Hand Scoring
– Writing Rubric
– Speaking Rubric 

• Interpretation of Scores
• Questions

Agenda
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What is TABE Complete Language Assessment 
System-English?

• Standardized assessment that provides teachers with 
a reliable, easy-to-use system that accurately identifies 
the instructional needs of their ESL students

• Assesses English proficiency levels to accurately 
measure students' reading, listening, writing, and 
speaking skills

• Appropriate for all levels of adult ESL
• Delivers National Reporting System (NRS) proficiency 

levels, objective mastery scores, and Student 
Performance Level

Overview of TABE CLAS-E
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Scope and Sequence
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Overview of TABE CLAS-E
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• Levels: 4 (1,2,3,4)
• Forms: 2 (A and B)
• Four Skill Areas Tested:

– Reading, Listening, Writing, Speaking

Overview of TABE CLAS-E
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Content Area Total Items
Testing  Time 

(Minutes)

Reading 25 25

Listening 25 20

Writing 20 20

Expository Writing Folio 5 27

Total Items Testing  Time

Speaking 

(Individually administered) 16 15

Test Content and Administration Times
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4 Content Levels 

Test Level NRS Levels NRS Functioning 
levels possible

Level 1 NRS 1 & 2 1, 2, 3, 3+

Level 2 NRS 2 & 3 1, 2, 3, 4, 4+

Level 3 NRS 3 & 4 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 5+

Level 4 NRS 5 & 6 1*, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

*lowest obtainable score, recommend for re-test.

CLAS-E Levels
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• Step 1: Locator Interview (if needed)
• Step 2: Administer Locator Test (Parts 1 

and 2)
• Step 3: Administer appropriate Level(s) of 

CLAS-E (Reading, Listening, Writing and 
Speaking)

• Step 4: Score CLAS-E Level to find out ESL 
Proficiency Level

• Step 5: Place student in appropriate 
ESL/ABE class

Steps to Testing with TABE CLAS-E
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Step 1 
Locator Interview
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Step 1: Locator Interview
• The purpose of the Locator Interview is to 

determine which examinees should be tested with 
Level 1 CLAS-E and which examinees go on to take 
the CLAS_E Locator test (to determine testing at 
Level 2, 3, or 4).  

• The Listening/Speaking skills and the Reading and 
Writing skills of students are treated independently 
and should be scored as such and the 
recommendations from the evaluation chart should 
be followed. 

Testing with TABE CLAS-E
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Locator Interview Scores Evaluation Chart
Interview Score Recommended Action
Part A 9 or below Administer Level 1 L/S tests

10 or above Administer Locator Test, Part 2 L/S 
placement

Part B 9 or below Administer Level 1 R/W tests
10 or above Administer Locator Test, Part 1 for 

R/W placement
*Chart found on page 10 of Locator Test, Test Directions

Testing with TABE CLAS-E
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Step 2 
Locator Test
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Purpose of the Locator Test:
The Locator Test is used to place 
examinees within the TABE CLAS-E 
assessment system. Based on how 
examinees score on the Locator Test will 
determine what level(s) of TABE CLAS-E 
should be administered (1,2,3 or 4).  

Testing with TABE CLAS-E
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Administering the Locator Test
Materials Needed:

– Locator Test Directions 
– Locator Test (one per examinee)
– Locator Test Answer Booklet (one per 

examinee)
– Locator Test Listening Audio CD (or Audio 

Tape)
– No. 2 Pencil (one per examinee)

Testing with TABE CLAS-E
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Administer Locator Test, Part 1 (R/W)
• Score in Part 1 determines which level of TABE CLAS-E 

examinees will take for Reading and Writing

Administer Locator Test, Part 2 (L/S)
• Score in Part 2 determines which level of TABE CLAS-E 

examinees will take for Listening and Speaking.

Testing with TABE CLAS-E
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Locator Test Evaluation Chart
Part 1 Reading and Writing Test 

Level to Administer
6 and below 1
7-9 2
10-12 3
13 and above 4

Part 2 Listening and Speaking Test 
Level to Administer

6 and below 1
7-9 2
10-12 3
13 and above 4

Testing with TABE CLAS-E
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Step 3
Administer the Appropriate 

Level of CLAS-E
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Preparation before Testing:

Step 1: Check Your Test Materials
Step 2: Choose Test Staff
Step 3: Plan Your Testing Schedule
Step 4: Organize the Testing Area
Step 5: Prepare Examinees
Step 6: Plan to Use Standard Testing Procedures
Step 7: Fill in Examinee-Identifying Information

Testing with TABE CLAS-E
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Administering the TABE CLAS-E 
Domains

Let’s get started!!
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Reading
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• Uses schedules, forms, flyers, store 
receipts, advertisements, product 
instructions, and newsletters

• Lower literacy examinees answer 
discrete, picture-based items

• Assessment objectives include 
quantitative literacy, read words, and 
reading comprehension

Reading





24

Administering the Reading Test:
Similar to TABE 11/12
Group Administered
Testing Time: 25 minutes
Materials suggested:
 Test Directions for the administrator
 Test Book for the student/candidate
 Answer sheet  - Scantron or Scoreze
 Scoring Tables Book
 Individual Diagnostic Profile 

Testing with TABE CLAS-E
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Listening
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• Presents items in a spoken format of varying 
lengths, from pairs to short passages

• Examinees are addressed in meaningful 
work, community, and academic situations

• Quantitative literacy, listening 
comprehension, and interpersonal skills are 
measured

• Lower level examinees are tested in 
discerning beginning and ending sounds of 
words

Listening
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Administering the Listening Test:
Group Administered (by Level)
Testing Time: 20 minutes
Materials suggested:
Test Directions for the administrator
Test Book for the student/candidate
Audiocassette/CD
Audiocassette/CD player
 Answer sheet  - Scantron or Scoreze
Scoring Tables Book
Individual Diagnostic Profile 

Administering the Listening Test
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Writing
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Two parts to Writing and both need to be delivered to receive a 
Writing Score 

• Selected-response items:

– Gauge knowledge of English language grammar and 
mechanics

– Test quantitative literacy, usage and conventions, and 
sentence formation and coherence

• Constructed response items:

– Measure application of grammar and mechanics in expository 
writing

– Student write their responses in a separate Writing Folio
– Are scored with holistic rubrics to assess expository writing 

ability

Writing
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Group Administered (by Level)
 Testing Time: 20 mins for Selected 

Response and 27 mins for Constructed 
Response
Materials suggested:

 Test Directions for the administrator
 Test Book for the student/candidate
 Answer sheet  - Scoreze
 Expository Writing Folio
 Scoring Tables Book
 Individual Diagnostic Profile
Writing Scoring Guide for Rubric Scoring

Writing Test
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Scoring the Writing Folios
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Speaking
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 Individually Administered
 Testing Time: 15 minutes

Materials Needed:
 Test Directions
 Test Book
 Speaking Scoring Guide
 Speaking Scoring Sheet (last page of the Guide)

Administering the Speaking Test
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• Introduces an innovative multiple-criteria scoring rubric
– Measures grammar, meaning, and appropriateness 
– Scale scores will be averaged for the composite 

Speaking score

• Individually administered by a proctor (10 minutes)
• Uses picture-based stimuli 
• Work and life skills

– Phone competency
– Expressing opinions and abilities
– Providing descriptions and instructions

• Includes critical thinking

Speaking
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40

Overview in Scoring Options
TABE CLAS-E
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• Hand-scoring with Scantron or 
SCOREZE 

• Orange Scoring Table Book will convert 
number correct to Scale Scores and 
NRS levels

• Individual Diagnostic Profile will provide 
Objective level mastery to help guide 
instructional paths

Scoring
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• Found in the Scoring Table Book
– NRS Level
– Scale Score
– Student ESL Proficiency Level
– Estimated TABE 9 Level 

(Reading/Language Arts)
– Exit Recommendation  

• Found on Individual Diagnostic Profile 
– Objectives Mastery
– Item Analysis

Types of Scores from CLAS-E
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Recording your scores
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Final Tabulation:

To get a NRS levels and scale score for your 
students, you will need the following materials for 
tabulation of scores:

• Student Answer Documents (Scantron or 
SCOREZE)

• Scoring Guides (Writing and Speaking separate)
• Writing and Speaking Scoring Sheet (back page of 

Scoring Guide)
• Individual Diagnostic Profile 
• Scoring Tables Guide (Orange Book)

Scoring TABE CLAS-E
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Individual Diagnostic Profile
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Individual Diagnostic Profile
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Recording Listening and Speaking Answers
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Recording Reading and Writing Answers



Transitioning Students from ESL to ABE
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• Exit vs Transition
• TABE CLAS-E Level 4 only
• Recommended Criterion – DRC recommends that 

a student demonstrate proficiency in 3 of 4 sub-
tests.

• Alternative Exit Criteria – Each Subtest has a 
higher exit criteria when used individually.

• Validation Study included 200 teacher ratings for 
participants in the Equating Study were analyzed 
and reviewed by both DRC and external ESL 
experts 

Exiting TABE CLAS-E
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Teacher’s Resource Guide, Volume 1: 
• Administration and Instructional 

Planning Resources  

– Administration and instructional 
planning

– Items illustrating content
– Items classifications by objectives
– Key terms

Professional Development and 
Instructional Guidance 



Teacher’s Resource Guide, Volume 2: 
• Classroom Tasks and Lessons

Three basic themes:

80 Classroom Tasks (Community & Work related)

- 36 Community tasks               
- 32 Work tasks
- 12 Education tasks

– Lesson Plans
– Teaching Tips
– Checklists53

Professional Development and 
Instructional Guidance 



Questions?

Mike Johnson
mjohnson@datarecognitioncorp.com
Tel: 630-995-6712
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