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LEVEL A

KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS (45.5%)

STANDARD STANDARD DESCRIPTION
AE-CCR 
LEVEL

EMPHASIS 
LEVEL

9-10.RI.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. E High

9-10.RL.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. E High

9-10.RI.2
Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

E High

9-10.RL.2

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its 
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the 
text.

E High

11-12.RI.3
Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of 
the text.

E High
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CRAFT AND STRUCTURE, VOCABULARY ACQUISITION AND USE (40.9%)

STANDARD STANDARD DESCRIPTION
AE-CCR 
LEVEL

EMPHASIS 
LEVEL

9-10.RI.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact 
of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a court 
opinion differs from that of a newspaper).

E High

9-10.RL.4

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense 
of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone).

E Medium

9-10.RST.4
Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain-specific words 
and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to 
grades 9–10 texts and topics.

E Low

11-12.L.4
Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grades 11–12 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 
range of strategies. (11-12.L.4.a)

E Medium

9-10.RI.5
Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by 
particular sentences, paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or 
chapter).

E Medium

11-12.RI.5
Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or 
her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging.

E High

9-10.RI.6
Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how an 
author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose. 

E High

9-10.RL.6
Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of 
literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world 
literature.

E Medium

11-12.RL.6
Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing what is 
directly stated in a text from what is really meant. 

E Medium

 

INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS (13.6%)

STANDARD STANDARD DESCRIPTION
AE-CCR 
LEVEL

EMPHASIS 
LEVEL

11-12.RI.7
Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different 
media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
address a question or solve a problem.

E High

9-10.RI.8
Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing 
whether the reasoning is valid and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; identify 
false statements and fallacious reasoning.

E High

11-12.RI.9

Analyze seventeenth-, eighteenth-, and nineteenth-century foundational U.S. 
documents of historical and literary significance (including The Declaration of 
Independence, the Preamble to the Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and Lincoln’s 
Second Inaugural Address) for their themes, purposes, and rhetorical features.

E Low
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